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No, 24 December 1970
THAT WAS THE YEAR, SUCH AS IT WAS

1970 in science fiction was hardly the
stuff that editorials are made of. Things happen-
ed, yes: but there was little achieved,

Two magazines ceased publication, Looked
at objectively, the wonder is that any of the re-
mainder survived, none of them deserved to, Vision
of Tomorrow was that rarity, an ambitiously con-
ceived megazine, The fiction it presented turned
out to be mostly poor to indifferent, the art work
was not good enough for the slick format, but it
was obviously aiming at something far above the
mediocrity of the established magazines, Gillings!
memoirs were valuable historical material and int-
eresting reading, and Baxter'!s observations on ST
films were better than most criticism of the field,
But adecuate distribution was never achieved, and
however excellent a magazine may be it has to reach
its readers first of all, Venture Science Fiction
vwas a magazine with little to recommend it, giving
the impression (no doubt correct) of being produced
with a minimuim of effort to use a little more of
the printing capacity available on material not
good enough for the well established F&SF, The
lead short noveis were usually not bad, but they
were about all, Goulartc‘s reviews deserved more
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BENEATE THE FLANET OF THE APES Bantam FB, 1970
by Michasl Avallone 134 p. Toe

This is a somewhat trite narrat-
ive which purports to be & continuation of the book
Monkey Planet (or Planet of the Apes) by Pierre
Boulle, There is little to distinguish it from ita
predecessor as far as style goes, If anything this
is even more juvenile., The last chapter of Boulle's
book is fairly heavily invalidated by discrepencies
in the first chapter of this one, as anyone vho en-
joyed Monkey Planet will ses -- and I can!t imagine
anyone else reading it,

We could well be in for a spate of Monkoy
books, Take note, a new film, Escape from the Plane
ot of the Apes, is being plammed in Hollywood,

It may well bhave been, in the begiming, a
novel idee to present & civilisation run by beings
oquipped with the somewhat clumsy bodies of apes,
yot otherwise behaving very much as men do, while
the human beings have degenerated to a point wherve
speech has becoms & lost art, intelligence has
dwindled to an alltime low and animol insgtinct ia
the modus operandi of survival, But beyond this
one moral, imagination stretches tut little, Shades
of Batman and Robin creep in: "You!! he gasped,
It!'s Doomsday,.." Taylor spoke bitterly.,,!For
God's sake, help me,,." "Stay away from mef" MYou
daxmed enimall® and so on ed infinitum, I expected
"Zapl Pow!® at any momont,

TheTe is obviously some sort of market for this
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kind of twaddle, althor-h it is hord to ssc how a
negw story can emergo without its first chapter
hoavily inwalidsting the last chapter of this book
~- as hefore,
I should add that 7 fourteen-yeer-old daughter
disagrees with the above criticilsm, and insists
she enjoyed it immensesly,

-- Audrey Tarver

STELLA MOVA: the Contemporary Science Fiction
Authors
ed, anon, Tnicorn £ Son, Los Angeles,

157C

An odd pvblication, From the prospectus we
received in 1968 and other evidence it seems to
heve Decn initiated and compiled by Robert Regin-
ald, but his neme does not appeer: iuistecad we have
two referencos to "the editors, It appears in a
most exagperating format, excellently reproduced
by offset in a large quarto size, in a wretched
plestic comb binding vwhich mokes it awkward to
use; end something peculior haoppetied to the main
introductory pages, vhich ars typed for a larger
pege and used anywey, witi type disappearing into
the bindirz, The foolishriess embodled in the title
and the name of the wiblisier ho.o a fow other
echoes as well, XNovercholcas ~-

Nevertheless, this is a bososk of incalculable
value, onse of the most important refireince works
yet prcduced in the Ffield, It is what has so oft-
en been proposed and ncver gone on with, a Tho's
Who of scieice fiction wrifers, Indsed, it is
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more than that, It goes beyond the information we
look for in such a source (the amthor!s identity,
main biographical data, pseudonyms, other important
facts) to give where possible a full bidliography
of published wolumes; and many authors contributed
remerks on their own work, approach and intentions,
and oiten on the field generally, Soms of tiicse
are mogt illuminating, There are dozens of rare
ingights of the value of science fiction thers,
many revealing comuents on the writers! purvosos,
obacrvations of the history and potentialities of
the field,

There is Poul Anderson: "What I've tried to do
is keep introducing fresh ideas, especially about
the potentialities of science, tochnology and the
universe; to put forward a realistic rather than
romentic view of life; and to maintain a literary
standard, "

J. G, Ballard: Miost sf anywey is being pro-
duced by other means -— science itself, the visual
arts, and so on -~ the sort of imsginative sf thaot
is requirvd now is beyond the range or abilities of
most of the present writers, if not all," 4And he
doubtless thought it meant somsthing,

Yobert Bloch:; '"The monsters and zarvels rove
ing wnnoticed in our midst deserve, I believe, the
Taller considsration of writers and renders alike, !

Ben Sova: "I do got bothered by storios tnat
aro scientifically wronz -~ after ell, the nama of
the geue is science fiction,!

D. G. Compton: "I write about the future bo-
czuse this enelles me to write about the prasent
once rernved, and therefore moro easily, !

Rovert Moorc Tilliams gives us a trillisnt
Psychoanalytically based essay on creative writing,
one of memy guotable Dits being: "iou don't disedp-
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line writing, it diseiplines you, 7You don't write,
you are written, You don't go to school to learm
to write, you bring it with you, Probably both
the psychologists and the professors of literature
will disagree with me, I couldn't care less if
they do. TYou don't learn to write by listening to
nsychologists or to professors of literature, You
learn to write by writing,!

These few samples are only from the incidental
comments, There is a wealth of information in the
book, much of it never made public before, 4s for
its accuracy, as far as one can judge it is very
high, There are very few apparent errors anywhere,
But the facts supplied by the writers are their own
responseibility and may always have been embellished
or euphemised; often full details are not given,
and of course moany writers could not be traced or
declined to help, Certainly there is more here
than has been accessible anywhere before,

Inclusion is limited to writers in Fnglish who
were alive in 1968 and had had a book published
gince 1960, While there is nothing wrong with
setting firm limits like these, keeping firmly to
them has resulted in some rather strange features,
This reviewer is included, while Donald H, Tuck,

P, G. L, Cockercft and Everett T, Pleiler, to nameg
three important bibliograrhers, ars not, RBradford
i, Day and Norm Metcalf are there vut Donald B, Day
is not, We have George H, Smith but not George O,
Smith or E, E, Smith,or Cordwainer Swith, Joseph
Ross is here, but more memorable staffers of Amaz-
ing Stories who are not include Raywond A, Folmer,
Norman M, Lobsenz and Koward S, Browme, Authors
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who have broken into print by digging n}to their
pocksts to have a venity press give thelr worth-
less manuscripts the dignity of hard covers are
included, but authors who have only 2ppeered in
magazines and enthologies are not: a Iew nanes that
come to mind ars Frenk Bryning, Joseph Slotkin,
Ross Rocklynne, Sam Merwin and Joe Hensley,

The main text pages oare not mumbered, but by
my count Tun to 307 plus prelimineries and a 36-p
index; there are entries for 483 authors,

Rather stiffly priced at US$ 15,00, the book
ig for sale only from 4, Stephens, 409 Barnett Rd,
Medford, Oregon 97501. It's a very good buy.

- G,S,
MAGELLAN Gollancz, 1970
by Colin Anderson 189 p. AP3.65

A shortish, well written novel
with something to say, & pity the symbolic, al-
lusive style obscures mosh of it, I would have
Preferred 2 longer, more overt text,

Magellan (mesning Magic Land?), tuilt by sur-
viving Farthlings after the Holocaust, is the Utop-
ia of our dreams, Seven-year-olis philosophise
madly; few leave school till they are thirty; death
is virtually wmnkmowm; thers are over thirty-five
television channels from which to choose; and
psycihothorapy is administered immediately to any-
one showing the least sign of malcontent,

&

There
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are pilla for combatting any and every misemot-
ion,

Natural happiness does not exist in this
computerised Utopia, Everyone is expected to be
happy. But problems solved bring new problems in
their wake, Magellan is highly overpopulated and
Pregnencies are available only on licence,

The ruins of the 0ld City outside the walls of
liagellan become the refuge of thrill-seekers: here
they can indulge such primitive desires as blood~
shed and murder. As the novel opens, such a murd-
or has been comitted and we see the hero, Furi
(why not Orpheus?) being pursued by the ghost of
his victiw back to tne safety of Magellan,

Unfortunately the reader does not get an act-
ual account of the murder, and an explanation for
it is not forthcoming until hal fway through the
book, Thus one starts on a note of mystery and
only the dogzed reader will bother to read on to
discover the whys and wherefores,

The first half of the book is exceedingly
scrappy, We are taken on a guided tour of the
city, the history of which is divulged in a series
of clues rather than a continuous narrative., The
determined reader is rewardsd around page 52 when
there are some chickens, This episode is superd
narrative and demonstrates the writer!s ability to
paint word pictures, One can even forgive his ig-
norance of the culinary arts, although he should
know that chickens are not cooked newly dead but
hung for a while, And although the concept of
computerised cooking is not new, it is appalling
to the gourmet who knows that loving care is essent-
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ial %o the succulence of food, Here we have chick-
ens killed and cooked in two seconds flat: there
is no mention of plucking or drawing the birds,

The second half of the book flows a good dew’.
more freely than the first and is meatier, Magzel-
len destroys itsiif because it is incapable of
solution, The end is heralded by crumbling walls
and apparent destruction of the physicel universe,
We accompany the hero into the promised Fternity,
which turns out to be nothing more than his omn
private Hell, as he seeks his wife Chrys amid the
stuff of dreams —- often materialising in the
nightmares of others too, This, to some readers,
could be upsetting or even terrifying, The account
is in no way relieved by an atom of humor, but one
may recognise maniacs one bas knowm, and identi fiv
with the hero who is comparatively sane,

But the computer at the center of the Faxrth,
Prograrmed to fulfil each one!s desire in Eternii-,
grows weary of the task and abdicates, Thae hero iz
reunited with his wife and together they discover
and face reality,

The trip is well worth $3.65 as it will be
found necessary to read it twice to get out of it
all that the author intended,

-~ fudrey Tarver

DEEPER THAN THE DARKNESS

Ace PB, 1970
by Greg Benford

191 p, 6oc

' "Mnis is seience fiction that
Combines all the scientifically accurate background.

!
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of Heinlein with the narrative drive of Zelazny."
Thus the back cover blurb, Nothing could be furth-
er frem the truth, BBenford is a writer who cannot
handle the novel, if this is any evidence of his
skill at the craft, The book is based on a short
story of the same name, which I have been unable to
find [Magazine of F&SF Apr 1969 -- ed,] but I sus—
pect it would have been much more successful as
such, I am wary of novels based on shorter vers—
ions, heving found only two such novels worth
while; Philip Jose Farmer'!s The Lovers and Daniel
Keyes! TFlowers for Algernon are ths only two I
have read that are worth the time it takes to read
them, They are beautifully constructed, profession-
ally written, and above all they don't go on for
pages with unimportant events, Benford has none
of these traits, There is however one interesting
concept, Man has grown into a group orgenism, One
men relying on the other, the whole is greater thah
the sum of the parts, etcetera, The aliens conquer
man by isolating him, by malding him afraid of spac-
es larger than a foxhole, As I said, an interest. -
ing concept, but it does not save the book, merely
makes it more bearable, which I cannot see as just—
ification for its existence, I1If you get a chance
to read the short do so, but don't waste your

money on the novel, unless you!re a masochist,

—- liichael Cameron

NEW WORLD OR NO WORLD Ace PB, 1970
ed, Frank Herbert 254 p, %c

Anyone who has been a follower
of science fiction for a few years knows the neg-
ative side of being aware of some of the things
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that are reasonably sure to hzppen swner or later,
Sooner or later they go right ahead aiud happen, and
1o! and elso behold] Every slob now aew it alil
along and will be telling you he told yu so if Foot
give him a chance, You can't say you t1d him so.
because as a matter of fact you gave up ‘rying with
him long ago and didn't bother, Now 1t's happening
with pollution, Same old story: the facis have boun
obvious for years, indeed generaticns, for all to
see, but very few did see; the obviosus dargers vers
stendard ideas in science fiction, Shough nct used
mach since they lack good story possibilities, And
now that it!s really gebting seriouc and stariing to
ort people the roulders of mss awareness have
caugkt on to it,

Very woll, Our environment is geiting poi-on-
ed, And we're 2ll going to hesr a lot more Sbous
it before anything effective is done abeut it,

This book has been put together by Jerbert ouvs
of recorded discussions in five daily Today TV pro-
grams on environmental problems broadcast last 2n:’i,
gZiven coherent form znd with his own trief remark:
interpolated here and there, I am sorry to say it
bas not been indexed: let us hope it is done for
the next edition, The book is worth havisg as it
stands, however, for its lively, concise reportage
of the situation in the USA, a pretty fair project-
ion of where Australia is heading, 2eople involved
with pollution in all kinés of fields tall about
what is going on tnd how to fight i%, end even if
wo've heard it eil by now it is instructive to havs
it brought together,

-- G, S,
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THIRD FROM THE SUN Bantam PB, 1570
by Richard Mathsson 180 p.

The stories in this collection
are predominantly fantasy rather then science fict-
icn: the exceptions are exceptionally mediocre,

In the title story a rocket pilot realises bis
world is heading towards destruction and thus hi-
jacks a spaceship to take his friends and family
to safety,,.on the third plenst from the Sun, Brad-
bury handled the seme theme in reverse in his The
¥illion Year Picnic and enhanced a simple idea
with his poetic style: iatheson'!s attempt has
little to commend it,

Lover fihen You're Near Me is an overlong hor—-
ror-fantasy about an alien female telepath who
seduces reluctant Esrthmen stationed on her planet,
The cloying atmosphere becomes tedious after about
the first ten pages, 4 similar story is Mad House,
A man juprints telepathically his frustrations
and hatreds as an unsuccessful writer into the
fabric of his house, with disastrous resulta,

These stories are not science fiction, eand &re the
longest in the bool,

Similarly SRL Ad is the story of a coliege
student who answers an ad placed by o Venerian
girl, This is hardly likely but short and with
soms meesure of entertainment, I~~ i8 a satire
portraying a future world in which food has re-
placed sex as the subject of social taboo, This
sort of thing has been done before, Dear Diery is
& very short SF story that is in no wey memorable,
A1l the remeaining stories except Shipshape Home
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are exclusively horror or fantasy. Ships_.\ha'_?e Home
concerns a couple living in apartment 'b‘L'lJJ.d_'Lng
that is actually an elien spaceship dsg:l.gned to
trap specimens of Earth people, The wife starts
to suspect something when she notices that the
jemitor hes en eye in the back of his head, An
interesting idea competently handled, but no award
winner, This is a book that the science fiction
reader can pass Up.

-- Robert Bowden

The DISAPPEARING FUTURE Panther FB, 1370
#d, George Hay 158 p. A 8Ce

Well, this is a real curatel!s egg.
Thirteen items, six fictional, seven factual, end
representing a wide range of content, style and
value, None of the six fictional bits interest me
particularly: I don't sey six short stories because
one, The Thorns of Berevi, by Anne McCaffrey, is
a slight fragment, hardly even an anecdote, btut if
it is extracted from a longer story that might De
good; two others are Goonish rambles by Michael
Moorecock and Anthony Haden-Guest which don!t have
apparent coherent narrative, for a start, so what-
over literary form they are it's not fiction, The
other three are not very original, which is not %o
sy they have no merit, Hay rather rashly aslks in
his Foreword, decrying certain other anthologist s,
"Is this the time to fall back upon souped~up OT-

well and re-wermed Dadal!, because he then offers
us both,

-But there is more in the book, otherwise it
wouldn'!'t deserve 2 plug, and this review is about
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to develop into a plug. On the factusl side, we
have Deus ex Machina? Tty XKit Pedler, with some
points to make about robots as modern concepts
auggest they may develop; The Temple Scientists,
by Edward J, Mishan, a look at technocracy and re~
lated S¥ ideas; The First Forecast of the Future,
by Professor I, F, Clarke, discussing the anonymous
Tue Reign of George VI, 1900-1925, published i
1763, These three items are well worth having,

More important are thepieces offersd by James
Blish and Samuel R, Delany, Delany!s article,
About Five Thousand One Hundred and Seventy-five
Words, as a rarity, an essey cn the writer'!s craft
which really mekes a contribution to that much
atused subject: and its specific applications in SF
ars rarely significant, Blish takes a fresh look
at the question of the value and importance of SF
in Future Recall,

The book is etrongly recommended for the last
two alone:; anything else is a bonus,

- G,8.
HUNNEL IN THE SKY Ace FB, 1970
by Robert A, Heinlein 252 o.

4 new edition for adult read-
ers of Eeinlein's 1955 juvenile. In typical Hein-
leinian style it tells of a gradwating class of
survivalists in a future time when, through hyper-
spatiel tunnels, men can be dumped on countless
alien planets, Rod Walker is dumped for a survival
test on an uninhabited planet for a period of up to
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ten days; howover, due to the cosmic interfercnce
of a nearby nova the test lasts a good deal lor}ger.
Anyone wno enjoys Heinlein or survival stories
will like this,
-- Robert Bowden

THEAT TAS THEE TEAR.,.

space, We badly need more intelligent coverage of
books, The magazine had one notable virtue: it
did nothing to encourage the lunatic fringe,

In books,,.tTy to neme, say, the ten best of
the year and immediately you find one difficulty:
there were not that many worth naming, not if you
mean genuinely outstanding, original books appear-~
ing for the first time, Many good books were
aveilatle in new editions and there was no shortage
of good reading: tut new books? In 1960 science
fiction seemed to be living on capital,

In films there were few surprises: the endless
monsters shambled on unchecked, and the other offer-
ires did not make mmch lmpression, Yet therc were
good ideas and good intentions there, notably in
Tre ifind of ifr. Soames and Skulldugzery, The Forbin
Project is a sober and Sobering treatment of the
0ld cliche of the rebellious thinking machine,
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TARRISON, Earry meeﬂ] 1925~
The STAINLESS STESL RAT, Walker, 158 p. $4.95.
(in Astounding US Avg 1957, Br, Dec 1957, The
Stainless Steel Rat; knalog Apr 1960, The Mis-
placed Battleship, Pyramid FB 1961)
Reviews: Awazing May 1962 p, 138; Analog
May 1962 p, 171; ¥%SF June 1962 p, 88;
Galaxy Aug 1962 p. 194

= od,
The YEAR 2000, Doubleday, 288 p. $4.%.
Review: Venture Aug 1570 p, 107

EEDNLEIN, Robert Alnson] 1907-
The DOOR INTO SUMMER, Pen, 190 p. FB 5/- (in
P&SF Oct-Dec 1956, Doubleday 1957; Signet PB
1959; Panther PB 1G60) Reviews: Astounding US
Aug 1957 p. 143, Br. Dec 1957 p. 117; N.Y,
Times 3,3.57 D, 37; Australien 23,3.68

-- 6 x H, Pyramid (X2023), 191 p, PB 60c, (Heis-
sue of 1961 ed, 1lst as The Unpleasant Profession
of Jonathan Hoag, Gnoms 1959) One short novel,
five shorts; The Unpleasant Profession of Jon-
athan Hoag; MAll you Zombies"; They; The Man who
traveled in Flephents; Qur Fair City; And he
Built a Orooked House, Some marginally SF,

MOORCOCK, Michael [John] 1939~
The ELACK CORRIIDR, Mayflower, 126 p. B 5/-
(1st Ace FB 1969) Review: Vision of Tomorrow
Jly 1970 p. 54, Amazing Mch 1970 p. 132
NOLAN, William F[rencis] 1928- ed,
A WILDERNESS O0F STARS; stories of ¥an in Con-
flict with Space, Gollancz, xi, 276 p. 32/~
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L Wilderness of Stars,..contd,
(1st rtourne, Los Angsles, 1969) Ten stories
vy I-eiury, Olarke, 4dnderson ete,

STikX, CLiTiund Ifoneld] 1904~
STRANGFRS I THE UNIVERSE, 3erkley (T1589).
191 p, PB €0e, (1lst Faber 1958; Panther 1562,

{ siories from original ed, Simon & Schuster
1557)

TANCT, Jack
TO LiIVE FOREVER, Ballantine, 185 p, PR (Re-
issue of 1956 ed,) Rev, Astounding US ich

1957, br, July 1957; F&SF Feb 1957: Fantastic
feb 1H7

SALLACE, Ian

IR, ORFHEUS. Berkley (S1767). 223 p, FB T0c.

Lst Putnam 1969) Review: analog July 1570
D, 106
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